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Attendance Will Be Taken Weekly  

We will be keeping track of who 
attends the junior high faith formation 
each week. Please come with a heart 
prepared for what God has for you. As 
I mentioned today, I won’t talk “on 
and on” as the Apostle Paul did when 
Eutychus fell asleep and then fell out 
the window in Acts 20! 
 

Bibles Will Be Used This Year  

We will be using Bibles this year 
during our faith formation sessions. If 
you have your own, feel free to bring 
it with you. You’ll be able to mark 
certain passages of Scripture and have 
that for future reference. If you don’t 
have a Bible, we have some in the 
classroom that you can use. 
 

Unless You Expect A Call From God 

Unless you expect a call from God, all 
cell phones must be placed into the 
basket as you come into the room. 
Having taught junior high faith 
formation previously, this has been a 
steadfast rule in my classroom. And, 
don’t think that the high school 
students get special treatment on this. 
They also have to put cell phones into 
the basket upon entering. Remember, 
it’s only 75 minutes! You can do this! 
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It’s Time To Turn Up The Heat! 
 

 
 

       I know what you’re thinking. It’s summer! Why are we 
talking about turning up the heat?? I’m not talking about 
turning off the air conditioning and sitting in a sauna. This is 
about our faith… our relationship with God… and our eternity! 
 

       In 2 Timothy 1:6 the Apostle Paul encourages Timothy in 
his faith and service to God by writing, “For this reason, I 
remind you to stir into flame the gift of God that you have 
through the imposition of my hands.” The gifts that God gives us are not given 
in full bloom but must be developed over time through use. Through the 30 
opportunities that you’ll have to attend junior high faith formation this year, 
you’ll be presented with a lot to help you increase your faith – and we’ll also 
have some fun along the way! 
 

       In Luke 12:49, Jesus says: “I have come to set the earth on fire, and how I 
wish it were already blazing!” Jesus came to earth with a white-hot love, and 
we are to be his torchbearers and set the world ablaze with the light of his 
truth and the fire of his mercy. He wants to do to us in life what happens 
symbolically at our baptism and is renewed every year at the Easter Vigil, when 
Jesus – symbolized as the flame of the Paschal Candle – comes to light us on 
fire with true Christian combustion and make us living torchbearers, who 
receive the flame of faith from him and then pass on that passion to others. It 
is the prayer of my heart that our parish become ablaze for God… and I am 
praying that you – the junior high students – will fan into flame the gift of God 
in you so that you are an example to those in our church, young and old, as 
well as your friends and family. 
 

       In 2013, Pope Benedict XVI said: “There’s a passion of ours that must grow 
from faith, which must be transformed into the fire of charity… The Christian 
must not be lukewarm. The Book of Revelation tells us that this is the greatest 
danger for a Christian: not that he may say ‘no,’ but that he may say a very 
lukewarm ‘yes.’ This being lukewarm is what discredits Christianity. Faith must 
become in us a flame of love, flame that really fires up my being, becomes 
the great passion of my being, and so it fires also my neighbor.” 
 

       As we go through the weeks and months ahead, please keep in your minds 
and hearts Proverbs 4:13 – “Hold fast to instruction, never let it go; keep it, for 
it is your life.” The instruction you’ll be receiving through faith formation this 
year is indeed for your life – with a focus on your eternity. I know that the 37 
hours that you’ll spend in faith formation this year (if you were to come to all 
30 sessions) is not much compared to the nearly 1,300 hours that you’ll spend 
in school, but it’s up to you as to what you do with those 37 hours and what 
you do with the instruction you receive. I pray that you’ll listen, participate, 
and really try to fan into flame the gifts that God has given you. Let’s do this… 
 

Let’s set our hearts on fire for God this year! 


